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SUB J : WATER RESOURCES TRADE MISSION - IRAQ WRAP UP 

1 . SUMMARY: THE USDOC WATER RESOURCES TRADE MISSION WAS 

THE FIRST USG-SPONSORED TRADE PROMOTION EVENT TO BE OFFICIALLY 
APPROVED BY GOI SINCE 1967. WHILE POTENTIAL SALES (690,000 
DOLLARS IN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS) DID NOT APPROACH THE TENS 
OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS SOLD IN SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UAE, 

MOST TRADE MISSION MEMBERS ASSESSED THE IRAQI MARKET AS OF 
LONG-TERM INTEREST TO THEIR FIRMS, AND EXPECT EVENTUAL 
RESULTS MAY BE MUCH GREATER. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS THE FIRST USG TRADE PROMOTION EVENT TO BE OFFICIALLY 
RECOGNIZED BY GOI SINCE 1967, THE WATER RESOURCES TRADE 
MISSION WAS ARRANGED THROUGH GOI FONMIN RATHER THAN DIRECTLY 
WITH MINISTRIES AND STATE IMPORTING COMPANIES AS WAS THE CASE 
WITH THE FOUR EARLIER IOGA MISSIONS. FONMIN HANDLING OF ALL 
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GOVERMENT SECTOR APPOINTMENTS DELAYED RECEIPT OF APPOINTMENTS 
UNTIL NOON OF DAY OF ARRIVAL AND SOME APPOINTMENTS THAT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATE FOR THIS MISSION WERE NOT GRANTED. 
USINT, HOWEVER, WAS ABLE TO MAKE SOME ADDITIONAL GOI APPOINT- 
MENT AND MADE ALL PRIVATE SECTOR APPOINTMENTS. 

3. MISSION MEMBERS WERE MET BY USINT OFFICERS IN THE LUX- 
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URIOUSLY APPOINTED VIP LOUNGE AT BAGHDAD AIRPORT AND THEN 
JOINED THE FRAY TO RECOVER THEIR BAGGAGE IN THE TEMPORARY 
ARRIVAL TERMINAL. 

4. OFFICIAL MISSION ACTIVITIES BEGAN WITH AN ORIENTATION 
SESSION AT USINT ON WEDNESDAY MORING FOLLOWING BY MEETINGS 
WITH THE UNDERSECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF IRRIGATION AND THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PLANNING AND FOLLOW-UP OF THE MINISTRY 

OF AGRICULTURE AND AGRARIAN REFORM WHO WELCOMED THE MISSION IN 
THE NAME OF THE PRESIDENT OF IRAQ. AHMED HASSAN AL-BAKR. 

5. A RECEPTION IN HONOR OF THE MISSION MEMBERS ON WEDNESDAY 
EVENING AT THE RESIDENCE OF THE PRINCIPAL OFFICERS WAS WELL 
ATTENDED BY APPROXIMATELY 75 IRAQI PRIVATE SECTOR AND THIRD- 
COUNTRY BUSINESSMEN, MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, 

USINT STAFF AND ONE GOI OFFICIAL. 

6. FOLLOW-UP APPOINTMENTS WERE HELD AT THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
LEVEL IN BOTH MINISTRIES ON THURSDAY AND SATURDAY MORNINGS. 

IN ADDITION, MEETINGS WERE HELD AT THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
LEVEL IN THE MINISTRIES OF MUNICIPALITIES AND HEALTH AND THE 
STATE MACHINERY IMPORT COMPANY. 

7. AFTERNOONS OF THE THREE WORKING DAYS WERE DEVOTED TO 
MEETINGS WITH IRAQI AND THIRD-COUNTRY BUSINESSMEN. A TOTAL 
OF 41 PRIVATE SECTOR APPOINTMENTS WERE ARRANGED BY USINT. 

8. ON FRIDAY, THE ISLAMIC HOLIDAY, MISSION MEMBERS VISITED 
THE GREATER MUSAYYAB IRRIGATION PROJECT, A GOI LAND RECLAM- 
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ATION AND DEVELOPEMENT PROJECT COMPLETED SEVERAL YEARS AGO. 
THEY WERE CORDIALLY RECEIVED BY THE ASSISTANCT DIRECTOR OF 
THE PROJECT AND GIVEN A BRIEFING AND SHORT TOUR BEFORE 
CONTINUING ON TO BABYLON FOR LUNCH AND A TOUR. 

9. COMMENT: ELEVEN FIRMS REPORT 3 SALES REPRESENTATION AGREE- 
MENTS SIGNED AND EXPECTED SALES OVER THE NEXT YEAR OF 690,000 
DOLLARS, AN INITIAL PAYOFF HIGHER THAN WE EXPECTED GIVEN 
RESULTS OF THE PREVIOUS IOGA MISSIONS. MOST MISSION MEMBERS 
ASSESSED THE IRAQI MARKET AS BEING MORE DIFFICULT FOR THEIR 
FIRMS THAN THOSE OF SAUDI ARABIA AND THE UAE, BUT SEVERAL 
MEMBERS WANT TO EXPLORE THE IRAQI MARKET FURTHER AND PLAN TO 
RETURN TO BAGHDAD SOON. GOI OFFICIALS FREQUENTLY NOTED THAT 
ALTHOUGH AMERICAN FORMS HAVE BEEN ABSENT FOR MANY YEARS, 

THOSE FIRMS THAT MAKE THE EFFORT TO DEVELOP CONTACTS WILL 
FIND THE IRAQIS RECEPTIVE TO U.S. TECHNOLOGY AND EXPERTISE 

IN THE DEVELOPEMENT OF IRAQ'S WATER RESOURCES. 

10. FURTHER EVALUATION/RECOMMENDATIONS BY SEPTEL. 
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